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useful hand-book. Students of the subject do well to remember 
that the intellectual differentiation of the sexes, with its multi- 
farious consequences, has grown up with intellectual develop- 
ment ; that aphrodisian cults were probably both innocent and 
beneficent at the times and places of their origin ; that they formed 
incidental and necessary steps in sophic progress, and that it is 
only erroneous interpretation in the light of modern concepts 
that renders them awkward or repulsive. Mr Howard's book 
represents a step in the right direction. W J M. 



The Story of Ab; a Tale of the Time of the Cave Man. By Stanley Waterloo. 
Chicago, Way & Williams, 1897. 

An interesting and well-written story attempting to portray 
life in the Stone age ; a historical novel, indeed, although it far 
antedates the beginning of written history. A recent writer, 
commenting upon the development and success of the historical 
novel in recent literature, finds it nearly or quite impossible to 
depict the manners and customs of times but slightly removed 
from our own. The complex web of human activities is too 
intricate for us to unravel. What shall we say, then, of going 
back to the very dawn of humanity and depicting the life of the 
primeval savage ? Our author has, however, done this extremely 
well. Without straining for effect or producing any anticlimax 
by absurd situations, the life of a young cave boy is told. The 
terrible struggle for existence, the conflicts of the people with 
the cave bear and the saber-tooth tiger, their loves, their hates, 
and their wars, are graphically told, and we become convinced 
by the writer's art that life must then have been something like 
his picture. Some little shadow of incredulity may linger in the 
mature mind when it is found that within the small neighbor- 
hood circle of the book the arts of making bows, of polishing 
stone implements, and of preparing dead-falls for animals were 
all discovered. To the boy, who was doubtless the auditor our 
author had chiefly in mind, all these would seem natural ; for 
what boy ever saw anything absurd in that queer farrago of im- 
possible natural history known as the Swiss Family Robinson ? 
This book may well interest readers of a larger growth, for it is 
by far the best popular account of the main facts of the Stone 
age that we have ever seen. 



